
Because of family obligations and work schedules, I have struggled to get out of town 
to go fishing in the high country the last few weeks. Consequently, I’ve had to resort 
to quick forays to some of the local desert lakes. I’ve mostly focused on the sunfish, and 
I’ve had great luck with a size 14 rubber legged bead head fly.  (I like to think it is my 
original fly, but I know better….) The larger specimens can really bend a three weight 
rod, and I’ve even had a few that I struggled to get in, and they were able to tie me off on 
rocks or weeds and get away.  It’s important to get there pre-dawn, and I only fish for a 
few hours or so and I’m off the water before 9:30 a.m. because of the heat.  

    I’ve been helping Bob Harrison and Bill Batchelor teach fly fishing to a group of boy scouts working on 
their fly fishing merit badges. This is a good experience for me, because I really would like to develop the 
skills to teach others. It is one thing to be a competent caster, but it’s a whole ‘nother  thing to be able to ex-
plain the mechanics and “the feel”  of casting to others in a way they can understand.  Let’s just say that I’m 
still a “work in progress” in this area. In spite of my poor teaching skills, I’m hopeful that these young men 
will develop an appreciation for our sport and the outdoors.
      This month I plan on attending the club outing to Durango, Colorado. I’ve done a little fishing in this area, 
but I plan on hitting some new waters while I’m up there. Come on up and explore with us. Tom Horvath will 
have more details elsewhere in this newsletter.
     In August, we will be having our annual swap meet, so bring some of your excess or lightly used gear and 
make a swap for something you can use.  We will also be having fly tying and rod building demos, and pos-
sibly a few folks from related organizations (Like Fish and Game, WMLF, FFF) to talk about their organiza-
tions. Also in August, Vince Deadmond will host our float down the Salt River. It might be warm, but we 
will get an early start to avoid the worst of the heat (and the tubers). Leave the waders at home for this one, 
we will wet wade to stay cool. This is a great opportunity to see some beautiful sections of the Salt River, and 
there is a good chance we will see some wild horses and other wildlife. And, it’s so close to home—no excuse 
for missing this one!
    The September outing is to the San Juan River, one of the very popular trips our club runs. We just finalized 
our outing for October—we will head back to the White Mountains for some late season trout, and some folks 
will day trip over to New Mexico to go for muskies. Finally, in November we will head south of the border 
for the 51st annual Rocky Point Outing. This club trip is my personal favorite, and one I encourage you to 
try and make.
Joe Staller
Catch me at: joestaller@yahoo.com
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Desert Fly Casters Supports 
BARBLESS HOOKS
 CATCH & RELEASE

LEAVE ONLY FOOTPRINTS BEHIND WHEN WALKING THE PATHWAYS OF OUR ARIZONA ENVIRONMENT

JULY 2013

President's Drift                                                                                            Joe Staller  •  July 2013

BRIAN BOYER...Brian will talk bass...Local bass fishin'.
So, come talk fly fishing with Brian and the rest of your DFC Trout Bums on July 10th 
at the Elks!

JULY DFC CLUB MEETING...

JULY
Wednesday, 

July 10, 2013
Cocktails: 5:30 • Dinner: 6:30
Raffle/Action & Prizes: 7:00

  Elks Lodge
   1775 West Chandler Blvd.

Chandler, Arizona 85224

CHECK THIS OUT...
August meeting will be our DFC annual "Swap Meet, " & More!

October outing...White Mountains
November outing...Rocky Point

Let's talk Fly Fishing...
See you at the July club meeting!
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Hosts/Organizers: Tom Horvath, mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com 
Tom Russo, tomr@divisionnineinc.com | Gentry  Smith, design@gentrysmith.com 
The 2013 DFC Outings Committee has been hard at work planning yet another exiting club trip! This 
time around we will be making the club’s inaugural trip to Durango, Colorado located near the four 
corners area. Durango is a fly angler hot-spot for both streams and lake fishing. With three fly shops 
in the area you know they take their fly fishing seriously. Once again we are offering options to fit 
everyone’s interests and budgets. We have arranged a “meet and greet” at The San Juan Angler fly 
shop for Thursday evening where the staff will be going over areas to fish and fly selection. Angler 
are encouraged to bring their significant others along since Durango has something fun to offer ev-
eryone. If you would like to attend this trip, please see Tom Horvath at the next club meeting. Space 
is limited and all the money needs to be turned in by the June meeting (June 12, 2013). No changes 
can be made after this deadline. 
Hope to see you there! 
Tom Horvath,
2013 Outing Chairman 
Lodging:
Durango Downtown Inn
http://www.durangodowntowninn.com/ 
Couples =  $400  •  (King Room, 3-nights, 2-guests)
Singles =     $200  •  (Double Room, 3-nights per guest based on double occupancy, 2-people per room) 
We will be staying a the Durango Downtown Inn, located on the edge of town. This is one of only 
two hotels in town located directly on the Animas River. We have a limited number of rooms reserved 
(12-rooms total) and have negotiated a significant savings for our members (-40%). You simply 
couldn’t come close to this rate on your own for this time of year. Single King Rooms are available for 
couples and Double Rooms are available for individual anglers -- we will pair up single anglers two 
people per room. All rooms feature television, in-room coffee, ironing board  and free Wi-Fi. The hotel 
also has an indoor pool, fitness center, self parking, and onsite Applebee’s restaurant. Animas River 
access is available nearby and it is only a short walk (3-blocks) to the heart of Downtown Durango. 
Guided Fishing Packages:
The San Juan Angler
http://thesanjuanangler.com/ 
Cost =  $230 •  per angler, per day (based on 2-anglers per guide, we will do our best to pair 
single anglers)  THIS PRICE INCLUDES GIUDE TIP AND FLIES! 
The San Juan Angler has been selected for our guided trips and a “meet and greet” session is planned 
on Thursday evening to review the local fly patterns and areas that are currently producing fish.  
Guide trips are available for rivers, small streams and lakes. Private water may be available for an 
additional fee. 
Places To Fish:
To begin, you can fish for trout in the Animas River right behind the hotel. Now, how is that for con-
venience!  Many fishable areas are just minutes away from our lodging.  Nearby streams are Vallecito, 
Pine, and Piedra Creeks. The Doloras is another possible selections.  Lakes abound in the area, so you 
may want to pack your pontoon or float tube.  In addition to the area’s abundant trout opportuni-
ties, some local lakes also have northern pike. The guides and shop will be pointing us to the most 
productive areas to fish while we are there.

Equipment:
3-6 weight rods are recommended based on the areas selected to fish. 3-4 weights on small streams 
are the ticket and 4-6 weights for the lakes. Also the standard net, nippers, sunscreen, waders, hemo-
stats and hat is suggested. You will want to bring both floating and sinking fly lines. Don’t forget you 
personal watercrafts for the lakes. A special fly tying session will be at Tom Horvath’s house in June.  
Things To Do:
Besides the vast quantity of angling opportunities near Durango there are many other activities 
available while we are there.
   • Durango Fiesta Days, http://www.durangofiestadays.com
   • Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad, http://www.durangotrain.com
   • Restaurants & Brew Pubs, http://www.durango.org/restaurants/durango-restaurants.aspx
   • Shopping, http://www.durango.org/activities/durango-shopping.aspx
   • Hiking / Nature Viewing, http://www.durangoutdoors.com/

July Club Outing:
Durango, Colorado
Thursday July 18 –
Sunday July 21, 2013

10 rooms are reserved by the club with 20 
people attending the outing...3 are signed-up to ride the Durango/Silverton RailroadCatch Tom Horvath at:

mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com
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Sunday August 18 - 6AM arrive at Phon D Sutton.  We need time to assemble boats, rig gear, and shuttle vehicles to Granite Reef.

7AM - Launch boats - fish, photograph, enjoy.
11:00AM-12:00 Noon - arrive Granite reef - pack up, shuttle back to Phon D Sutton, clean up.

12:30 PM - Lunch at Vince Deadmond's home 8540 E McDowell #14 Mesa, AZ - 15 minutes from Granite Reef.  Good time to compare notes, 
tell fish stories, & plan future fishing trips.

During the July DFC Meeting Vince will be fishing Northern Wisconsin.  If you plan to attend please call or e-mail Vince so we can get a 
good head count for lunch.  480 818 1796 or vince@ajbest.com

Plan to get wet.  Quick dry fishing clothing (swim suit material) works well.  Shoes that are strapped to your feet, not flip flops work well.  U-
Boats, and pontoon boats are good fishing rides for the Lower Salt.  Hats, sunglasses, sunblock, plenty of water on your boat, (and in your 
car in case you run out of water on the water).  No glass containers.  Also think about a secure place for keys, cel phones, and a dry towel 
at the end of the trip.

Fly fishing equipment - 4wt-8wt will work, I will be rigging a 5 wt and a 6 wt.  You may wish to rig 2 rods also.  One with a floating line and 
poppers for bass, or with strike indicator and nymphs.  Another favorite rig is a 200 grain line with Clousers or Buggars.  Enjoy this outing it 
is close to home and the social after is a good way to meet and talk to other members.

Tight lines, 

VINCE DEADMOND
Questions??...Catch me at: 480 818 1796 or vince@ajbest.com

SCHEDULE FOR DFC LOWER SALT RIVER FLOAT
Sunday, August 18, 2013

Sign-Ups with deposit are now being taken...
With the San Juan River located only 7 hours from Phoenix this is always 
a well attended and fun outing.  Again this year we will be staying at 
Fisheads San Juan River Lodge.  You will have 3 options. Option 1 & 2 are 
based on double occupancy.  

Option1: 3 nights lodging 2 days guided fishing. Cost $590 includes 
taxes & banquet.
Option 2: 3 nights lodging 1 day guided fishing. Cost $390 includes tax-
es & banquet.
Option 3: Stay at Cottonwood Camp ground and fish on your own or re-
serve a guide with Fisheads. Guide for a day for 2 with taxes & banquet 
is $460 ($230 per person).  Banquet only is $30.

Your host for this year’s trip will be Charlie Rosser.  I will not be at the 
meeting but you can see Tom Horvath or Gentry Smith to sign-up and 
collect your payment.  
Deposit is $250 with balance due by the Aug meeting.  
Any questions call me at 480-586-7163 or e-mail at chasr123@cox.net.

Mark you calendars. . . .San Juan River Outing September 26-29, 2013
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Desert Fly Casters comments on the Environmental Assess-
ment (EA) for the Comprehensive Fisheries Management 
Plan (CFMP) for the Grand Canyon National Park (GCNP) 
and Glen Canyon National Recreational Area (GCNRA)
(Link for Plan:   NPS PEPC - Environmental Assessment for Public Review and Com-
ment       Click on Environmental assessment under Document Content)
The Desert Fly Casters, a metropolitan Phoenix and central Arizona Non Profit organization, 
provides the following comments to the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Compre-
hensive Fisheries Management Plan (CFMP) for the Grand Canyon National Park (GCNP) 
and Glen Canyon National Recreational Area (GCNRA).  
The CFMP version we prefer is Alternative Number Two which incorporates much of what 
is needed to support both the native fish and Rainbow Trout (RBT) components of a com-
prehensively managed fishery.   We encourage your adoption of Alternative Two subject to 
modification of that alternative to address the comments below:
* Enhance the Abundance and Diversity of the Aquatic Food Base below Glen Canyon 
Dam to support both native fish and the Lees Ferry recreational RBT fishery.   A general 
goal should be added to enhance the abundance and diversity of the aquatic food base of the 
Colorado River below Glen Canyon Dam.  Establishing a food base goal for the Glen Canyon 
Reach FMZ would provide needed recognition of the importance of the aquatic food base in 
sustaining both the native and recreational sport fishery.   An abundant food supply within 
the Glen Canyon Reach FMZ could also potentially reduce downstream drift of the RBT 
while contributing to more robust fish and allow native fish aggregations to flourish.
* The goals and objectives of the CFMP should be amended and expanded to reflect the 
broad desire to produce larger size fish that are typically associated with a high quality trout 
fishery.  The opportunity to catch at least one larger fish a day is a key element of a quality 
trout fishery and should be a specific fishery management objective for the Glen Canyon 
Reach FMZ.   On plan page 9 the first GCNRA Fishery Management Goal should be amended 
from "maintain" to "enhance and restore a highly valued RBT recreational fishery".
* The Sterile Trout Experimental Stocking element of the CFMP should be amended to 
include a Protocol for Evaluating the several RBT Strains to determine future trout fishery   
management actions.  The existing CFMP provision for stocking triploid RBT, plan pages 36-
37, is only a reactive action to counteract a declining fishery and does not provide the foun-
dation for evaluating multiple RBT strains.  The uncertainties for both triploid growth rates 
and whether an alternative strain of RBT could prove fruitful are unknown and will remain 
unknown unless the pursuit of the knowledge is incorporated into the CFMP. 
The Desert Fly Casters has some 200 members;   many of them fish the "Lee's Ferry" Glen 
Canyon Reach Fishery Management Zone individually and in small groups several times each 
year.  They desire to continue fishing the river with the opportunity to catch (and release) at 
least one fish greater than 20 inches which was the river’s reputation in the late 1980’s and 
1990’s.   The goals and objectives of the (CFMP) should go beyond just “maintaining” the 
fishery; Those goals and objectives should be committed to “enhancing and restoring” the 
fishery. 
We encourage your adoption of Alternative Two amended to include the modifications pro-
posed above.
Thank you for your attention to these comments. 
Joe A. Miller
Conservation Co-Chair
Desert Fly Casters

Notes and 
Special
Interests...

From
Joe Miller's desk

Questions/Comments?? 
Catch Joe at:
jam@prairietriz.com
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Fly Tying Corner
Classes run from 6:30 to 8:30 at Bass Pro Shops. 

If you have tools and have tied a few basic flies, feel free to join us for any night.
 

Tying nights in July are are: 
July 2nd, 9th and 23rd. Fly of month for July (9th) will be Cicadas. 

The other nights are ‘open’ and will tie flies of interest.

July Fly of the Month

Additional Soft hackle patterns can be found in latest (summer 2013) Fly Tyer or on web at: 
http://flytyingnewandold.blogspot.com/p/soft-hackles.html 

Dahlberg Diver
Hook:  #2 stinger hook
Thread:  Uni-thread 3/0 white
Weed Guard:  30# Hard Mono
Tail:  Rabbit Zonker strip
Body:  Deer Body hair
Eyes:  Mirage Dome Lure Eyes

Information:
Vince, about two weeks ago, caught a 
42 inch Pike at Upper Lake Mary.  
This fly is a possible Pike catching machine.
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A FLAGSTAFF FLY FISHING YARN....                 by  Vince Deadmond

Summer is a busy time in Flagstaff with festivals, athletic events, mu-
sic, art, and the weather is just perfect. Motels and campgrounds fill up 
quickly, so make reservations at least a week in advance, to save yourself time 
and money. If you don’t, expect to pay about $180 per night for a $65 room, 
or you will be sleeping in your truck at the Walmart parking lot. If it is a trip 
with with your wife, I recommend you bring cash, a credit card, your dog, 
nicer clothes than needed for a fishing trip, your fly rod, and an industrial 
strength pine tree air freshener. Stay tuned for the explanation.
     My wife Debi and I checked into our room at the Days Inn. This was not 
my first, or even my third choice, but it wasn’t on the train tracks, and it 
turned out to be an OK place to stay. We arrived on a Thursday evening, and 
started working our “Best Places to Eat in Flagstaff List”. When you get to the 
downtown area grab the first parking spot you see and enjoy the walk. We 
were looking for the highly rated Diablo Burger on the corner of Birch and 
Leroux, and I’ll agree that this is a really good cheeseburger. This is one of 
those places that is cash only, no credit cards. We dined outdoors at a large 
picnic table with some folks from Illinois who were visiting for a wedding. 
Debi and I grew up in Illinois and enjoyed the conversation with our table 
mates. Small world!
     Early the next morning Debi dropped me and my fishing gear off at the 
south end of Upper Lake Mary, where I planned to fly fish for Pike. I rigged 
up my 6 weight with a floating line and a 7 inch baitfish deceiver pattern and 
had some 50# fluorocarbon as a bite tippet. The rocky structure around the 
island along with the weed beds were good places to look for Pike. I was into 
Pike that were not large, but willing to play. They were 20 to 30 inches in 
length, and I hooked 8 of them while only landing 4. One of them seemed to 
be a substantial fish, but came unbuttoned before I could get a good look at 
it. Overall not a bad morning.
      Debi picked me up for lunch, and again the weather was so pleasant that 
we had a light lunch on the patio at the Lumber Yard. The place has a nice 
menu and the service was excellent. People watching was great, and Flagstaff 
is a very dog friendly town. So it’s OK to bring your dog. After lunch we ex-
plored the downtown that has an amazing number of restaurants and brew 
pub eateries. After a few chapters of the book that I was reading, I took a nap 
so I would have the strength to go out for dinner later.
     I was cleaned up, and attired in a retro fly fishing outfit, (old fishing 
clothes) when Debi informed me that it would be appropriate to wear nicer 
clothing. Debi does a Joan Rivers routine on my clothing choices that is fun-
ny and true. My niece Rebecca, who lives in Flagstaff recommended Criollo 
Latin Kitchen on San Francisco street, which was another place on our best 
eats list. Again this was downtown, and perfect weather for patio dining. 
The food, drink, and service were spectacular, and the magic elixir for the 
evening was the jalapeño margarita, but this is something you need to try 
for yourself.

      Saturday morning the plan was for me to take the truck, go fish, then pick 
up Debi, and stop in Prescott for a yarn store that Debi wanted to visit on our 
way home to Mesa.
    With my fish scouting from the day before, I was into spectacular fishing 
soon. I had landed 4 Pike and 2 Walleye and was feeling like the star of my 
own beer commercial, things couldn’t get much better. But, then it did, I 
hooked a really large Pike! This would have been a good time to have been 
using a larger fly rod. I didn’t see the fish for about 15 minutes. Every time 
I would get the fish close, it would make another strong run. Lucky for me 
the fish didn’t just keep going. Eventually the great fish tired, and I was able 
to net my prize. When I laid the fish on my Musky Lounger on the side of 
my pontoon boat it almost filled it up. The fish measured 42 inches and was 
a real toad in girth. I would estimate the fished weighed at least 20 pounds. I 
was on top of the world, I sent out a few text messages to fishing buddies, and 
then stowed my gear for the return trip. When I turned the key to the truck 
it clicked once and failed to start.
      I flagged down a nice couple that had arrived with 6 dogs and a kayak, and 
persuaded them to give me a jump. I had battery cables and I soon found that 
a jump was not enough to get it going. I called Debi and asked her to borrow 
a car from our niece, and pick up a new battery. The new battery didn’t fix 
the problem, so my next best guess was a starter or possibly a faulty cable. 
I don’t generally do well with auto repairs, so I waived the white flag and 
asked for recommendations for a tow truck and a repair shop. Soon the tow 
truck had hauled my vehicle to the repair shop and luckily the shop worked 
Saturdays and Sundays. We needed to stay an extra night, which was not that 
terrible. I was sure glad the breakdown was not in Bullhead City where it was 
114 degrees.

     The next morning our SUV was repaired and we were on our way back to 
Mesa. Debi said, “Ewww” when she caught a whiff of the smell in the truck. 
Upper Lake Mary has some pond scum, and mud that sticks to your boots, 
and waders. Pike have an extra coat of slimy goo protecting them and it will 
stick to your net and anything else that it comes into contact with. When you 
close all of that up in a warm vehicle overnight you have a toxic oder that will 
require an industrial strength pine tree air freshener. This is my story and I 
am sticking to it. When Debi tells this story, it is quite different from my ver-
sion, and the starter problem was just a way for me to avoid going to the yarn 
shop. •  Vince Deadmond the Fly Fishing Hardware Guy can be reached 
at Best Hardware 237 N Apache Trail, Apache Junction, AZ, vince@ajbest.
com or 480 982 7461.
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Let's talk fly fishing.. .See you 
at our next club meeting!
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OUTINGS- 2013
Joe Staller- President

Michael Georgopapadakos-Vice President
Harriet Georgopapadakos- Treasurer

Rick Scott- Secretary
Outings- Tom Horvath/Gentry Smith
Programs- Gentry Smith/David Huang

Library
Open position

Retail/Books/Logo -Jerry King
Membership- Dave Weaver

(Also- Newsletter distribution)
Education 

 Cinda Howard/Mayer/Gentry
Conservation- Joe Miller/Brooks/Stewart

TU/FFF Liaison- Bob Harrison   
Raffles- Kristen Kile

Newsletter Editor/Graphics Guru 
Robert McKeon

Website Administrator
Bill Batchelor

 
Member at Large

Dick Brooks, Tom Russo, 
David Huang, Charlie Russer,

John Myer, Mike Stewart, 
Doc Nickel

Web Address Site
http://www.desertflycasters.com 

2013 DESERT FLY C ASTERS
BOARD OF DIREC TORS

DFC Annual Salt River Outing
Date: Sunday, August 18, 2013 

This is hosted by our world renown fly fisherman Vince Deadmond
More info to follow...

Catch Vince at: vddeadmond@msn.com

San Juan River Outing- 2013
Dates: Thursday, September 26 - Sunday, September 29, 2013

Your host is: Charlie Rosser.  
Questions?? Catch Charlie at: 480-586-7163 

or e-mail him at chasr123@cox.net.

Fly Fish with us DFC Trout Bums... 
Durango, Colorado

Dates: Thursday July 18 – Sunday July 21, 2013
Details in this DFC Newsletter issue- page 2  

Hosts/Organizers: Tom Horvath, mhorvath@reddenconstruction.com 
Tom Russo, tomr@divisionnineinc.com  •  Gentry  Smith, design@gentrysmith.com

See ya at the club meeting...

Wednesday, July 10, 2013
Come get involved...Talk Fly Fishing with us.

See you at the next club meeting!

Check this out for future outings...
October outing...White Mountains

November outing...Rocky Point
Info to follow at future club meetings


